THE DESCENDANTS OF THE MAYAS
In the little church at Esquipultas, Guatemala, is
the image of the "Black Christ/' to which thousands
of Indians journey annually from all parts of Cen-
tral America., and even from Mexico and South
America. The spot has become a shrine or Mecca
for the Indians, and for hundreds, even thousands of
miles, they travel to the obscure Guatemalan village
carrying with them all their possessions in order to
have them sanctified at the famous church. To all
outward intents and purposes they are Christians
making a pilgrimage to a Christian church in order
to worship before a figure of Christ. No doubt many
if not most of them actually are sincere in believing
this to be the case. But, as a matter of fact, the under-
lying cause, the real urge that leads them to the spot
is the ineradicable faith in their ancient gods and re-
ligion. The very fact that the image is black has a
symbolic significance which can be traced directly to
the ancient religions and mythologies (see Chapter
X), and, delving deeper into the details of the an-
nual pilgrimage and the shrine, we find evidences of
the observance of the Mayan religion numerous. The
Indians who care for the church and the image are
of the Mayan priest clan or caste. Many of the
ceremonies, rites and festivals of the pilgrims are
obviously of ancient Mayan origin, and the little
santos or images which the devout Indians bring to
the church to be sanctified, and which serve as their
own household gods, are figures of the ancient Indian
deities. Moreover, among many of the Indians, the
Black Christ is referred to in private as Ekchuah
or as Hunabku (the former, the Mayan god of mer-
chants, husbandmen and travelers; the latter, the